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My competition entry was about…

Topic of history
competition:

…the rivalry between my hometown Sliven
and the neighbouring town Yambol. Back in
the Middle Ages, the residents of these two
cities were not on good terms. Even today,
there is a dispute about which city is better –
Sliven or Yambol. But in the 19th century,
intellectuals realized the need for conflict
resolution in favour of both cities.
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How did you decide on your topic ?
One of the main reasons was that Sliven is my hometown. I
wanted to get to know my birthplace better. Furthermore, I
asked myself in general: why do conflicts arise between
neighbouring cities and sometimes countries? This reflexion
on a global level was quite interesting. Additionally, the
theme seemed to be very suitable for a documentary film.

»

Beyond an old
intercity rivalry Sliven and Yambol
in the 19th and
20th centuries.

How did you react when you came upon surprising
points during your research?
Many authors, who are not related to the two cities,
describe bizarre situations taking place during the conflict.
One of these situations touched me personally: The first
school in Yambol was built by a teacher from Sliven. The
inhabitants of Yambol wrote him a song to express their
gratitude.

I based my research
...on source material

...on interviews

Did the research affect you personally?

...on family history

First of all, I learned a lot about the history of my hometown
during the working process. I also conducted my first
interviews. The most important thing I learned was that
there is no “rivalry” but only diversity. Unfortunately, the
bad thing is that the differences are not used as benefits but
that we base artificial rivalries on them.

...on literature

»

» Teach the history to rule the future!

...on the internet

